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READING STAND 

[0001] This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/449,864 filed 
February 27, 2003, and entitled "Book Holder," which is incorporated herein by reference in its 
entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The invention relates to devices to support a book or other reading material item or 
items. 

[0003] Various devices have been used in the past to support a book, or other reading 
material item, such that the book may be easily supported and in a position to easily view the 
contents of the book. However, known devices for supporting a reading material item have 
various deficiencies. Some known devices are difficult to hold for extended periods of time, as 
is often desired when reading. Further, while other devices may be easy to hold in general, they 
do not support the reading material in such a manner so that it is easy to tum the pages of the 
reading material. Other problems exist with known devices. 
BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] In accordance with one embodiment, the invention provides a reading stand 
comprising a base including a base member case, the base member case including a base panel 
and walls connected to the base panel to form an enclosed volume; and a reading lid disposed 
upon the base member case. The reading lid may include a reading platform having a front side 
and a backside; at least one page holder adjustably mounted on the reading platform so as to 
assist in retaining a document on the front side of the reading platform; and a support member, 
the support member extending from the backside of the reading platform, the support member 
adapted to engage with the base so as to support the reading lid upon the base. 
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[0005] In accordance with a further embodiment, the invention provides a reading stand, for 
holding a document for reading, comprising a base; a reading lid including a reading platform, a 
hinge and a side support clip, the reading lid further including at least one page holder; the hinge 
adapted to connect the base to the lid such that the lid is disposed in a closed position over the 
base; and the side support clip adapted to connect the base to the lid such that the lid is disposed 
in a substantially vertical position over the base so as to afford side reading. 
[0006] In accordance with a further embodiment, the invention provides a method for 
supporting a document using a reading stand, the reading stand having a lid and a base, the 
method comprising placing an opened book on the lid of the reading stand and under at least one 
page holder, which is connected to the lid; pulling out a center document support from under 
the lid and rotating the center document support upward; pushing the center document support 
through a slot and onto the book; unsnapping the lid from the base; and positioning the lid so as 
to attach the reading lid substantially vertically onto a side of the base using side support clips 
mounted on the lid, so as to attach the lid to the base and provide side reading. 
[0007] In accordance with a further embodiment, the invention provides a reading stand 
having a lid and a base, the reading stand comprising: means for placing an opened book on the 
lid of the reading stand and under at least one page holder, which is connected to the lid; means 
for pulling out a center document support from under the lid and rotating the center document 
support upward, and thereafter pushing the center document support through a slot and onto the 
book; means for unsnapping the lid from the base; and means for positioning the lid so as to 
attach the reading lid substantially vertically onto a side of the base using side support clips 
mounted on the lid, so as to attach the lid to the base and provide side reading. 
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[0008] In accordance with a further embodiment, the invention provides a reading stand 
comprising: a reading platform; and at least one page holder pivotally disposed upon and 
connected to the reading platform, the page holder biased against the reading platform for 
retaining a document. The page holder includes a holder housing portion extending along a first 
side of the page holder; a center planar portion extending along the holder housing portion; and 
an arcuate flange extending along the center planar portion, an aperture being defined by the 
arcuate flange and the center planar portion. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] The present invention can be more fully understood by reading the following detailed 
description together with the accompanying drawings, in which like reference indicators are used 
to designate like elements, and in which: 

[0010] Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of a reading stand for supporting a book in 
accordance with one embodiment of the invention; 

[0011] Fig. 2 is a back perspective view of the reading stand of Fig. 1 for supporting a book 
in accordance with one embodiment of the invention; 

[0012] Fig. 3 is a front perspective view of a reading stand of Fig. 1 for supporting a book, in 
an alternative arrangement for side reading, in accordance with one embodiment of the 
invention; 

[0013] Fig. 4 is a back perspective view of the reading stand of Fig. 3, in an alternative 
arrangement for side reading, in accordance with one embodiment of the invention; 
[0014] Fig. 5 is a front perspective view of the reading stand of Fig. 1 in a closed and upright 
position in accordance with one embodiment of the invention; 
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[0015] Fig. 6 is a back perspective view of the reading stand of Fig. 1 in a closed and upright 
position in accordance with one embodiment of the invention; 

[0016] Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing further details of the reading lid underside of the 
reading stand of Fig. 1 in accordance with one embodiment of the invention; 
[0017] Fig. 8 is a front perspective view of the base member case of a reading stand in 
accordance with one embodiment of the invention; 

[0018] Fig. 9 is a top view of a reading lid of the reading stand for mounting on the base of 
Fig. 8 in accordance with one embodiment of the invention; 

[0019] Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the reading lid of Fig. 9 in accordance with one 
embodiment of the invention; 

[0020] Fig. 1 1 is a side view of the reading lid of Fig. 9 in accordance with one embodiment 
of the invention; 

[0021] Fig. 12 is a front perspective view of a reading stand in a closed position with the 
base of Fig. 8 and the lid of Fig. 9 in accordance with one embodiment of the invention; 
[0022] Fig. 13 is a perspective view showing further details of a side support tray in 
accordance with one embodiment of the invention; 

[0023] Fig. 14 is a perspective view showing further details of a page holder in accordance 
with one embodiment of the invention; 

[0024] Fig. 15 is a perspective view showing a side reading arrangement in accordance with 
one embodiment of the invention; 

[0025] Fig. 16 is a flow chart showing preparation of a reading stand for an on-side bed 
reading position in accordance with one embodiment of the invention; 
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[0026] Fig. 17 is a block diagram of a reading stand in accordance with one embodiment of 
the invention; 

[0027] Fig. 18 is a diagram showing a reading stand supporting a book in accordance with a 
further embodiment of the invention; 

[0028] Fig. 19 is the reading stand of Fig. 18 in a different position for supporting a book in 
accordance with one embodiment of the invention; and 

[0029] Fig. 20 is a diagram showing a reading stand supporting a book in accordance with a 

further embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0030] Hereinafter, aspects of the invention in accordance with various embodiments will be 
described. As used herein, any term in the singular may be interpreted to be in the plural, and 
alternatively, any term in the plural may be interpreted to be in the singular. 
[0031] The inventive device is used to hold books, or other reading items, open so that the 
book may be read without holding it in the reader's hands, in accordance with one aspect of the 
invention. In accordance with one embodiment of the invention as described below, an 
arrangement is provided with a support surface, along with clamps or arms, that hold the 
opposite pages of a book, for example, open in a fashion so that the book can be read without 
physically holding the pages of the book. For example, the reading stand may be used while 
exercising. In accordance with another use of the invention, the reading stand of the invention 
may be stood on either end so that a person may read while lying in bed or on his side or her 
side. 

[0032] Figs. 1-6 are various perspective views showing a reading stand 10 in accordance 
with one embodiment of the invention. As shown, the reading stand 10 includes a base 100 and 
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a reading lid 200. Together, the base 100 and the reading lid 200 provide a versatile document 
support. 

[0033] The base 100 includes a base member case 101 that forms a case that may be used to 
hold papers, writing instruments, recipes or other items, as may be desired. In particular, the 
base member case 101 includes a base panel, along with a base front wall 122, a base back wall 
124 and two base side walls 126, as shown in Fig. 2. The walls are connected to the base panel 
to form an enclosed volume, i.e., with the reading lid 200 positionable to be a lid for the enclosed 
volume. 

[0034] In accordance with one embodiment of the invention, the reading lid 200 may include 
a reading platform 201 having a reading platform backside 203 and a reading platform front side 
204. Further, as shown in Fig. 1, the reading lid 200 includes two page holders 270. The page 
holders 270 may be spring biased, for example, so as to assist in retaining a document upon the 
reading lid front side 204. 

[0035] Further, the reading lid 200 includes a support member. The support member extends 
from the reading platform backside 203. The support member is adapted to engage with the base 
member case 101 so as to support the reading lid. To explain, the support member may be in the 
form of two structures. For example, the support member may be in the form of a prop member 
210. Further, in accordance with one embodiment of the invention, a support member may also 
be provided in the form of a side support clip 250. The prop member 210 may be utilized to 
support the reading platform 201 so as to afford reading a document in a substantially vertical 
orientation. Alternatively, the side support clip 250 or clips afford reading a document in a side 
position, as shown in Fig. 3. As shown in Fig. 1, in accordance with one embodiment of the 
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invention, the reading stand 10 is provided with both the prop member 210 and the side support 
clips 250. 

[0036] In further explanation of the prop member 210, Figs. 2 and 4 show further views of 
the reading stand 10 of Fig. 1. As shown in Fig. 4 in particular, the prop member 210 may be 
pivotally connected to the backside 203 of the reading platform by a pair of support member 
hinges 212. The prop member 210 is engageable with the base member case 101 so as to support 
the reading platform in a variety of positions. For example, the prop member 210 may be in the 
form of a wire shaped into a u-shape. However, it should be appreciated that other 
arrangements, e.g., such as a plastic structure, might be used in lieu of the wire arrangement. 
[0037] In accordance with one embodiment of the invention, the base panel 120 may be 
provided with a prop slot 110. The prop member 210 is extendable through the prop slot 1 10 to 
extend exterior to the base member case so as to provide a hanger for the reading stand. For 
example, the prop member 210 may extend through the prop slot 1 10 to provide a hanger for 
securing the reading stand on a treadmill structure, in accordance with one favored use of 
invention. As should be appreciated, in this arrangement with the prop member extending 
through the prop slot to extend exterior to the base member case, the reading lid is typically 
disposed upon the base member case in a closed position, i.e., the reading platform 201 rests 
upon the walls (122, 124, 126) of the base member case 101. 

[0038] However, in an alternative arrangement, the prop member 210 does not pass through 
the prop slot 1 10 (so as to provide a hanger for the reading stand 10), but rather, the prop 
member 210 is positioned so as to rest upon the lower panel of the base member case 101, i.e., so 
as to rest upon the base panel 120, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The prop member may be 
positioned to support the reading platform at a variety of angles relative to the base panel. For 
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example, the reading platform may be disposed between approximately 20 degrees and 70 
degrees relative to the base panel. Such angle depends on the particular location that the prop 
member 210 rests on the base panel 120. Relatedly, the base panel 120 might be provided with 
raised ribs, for example, so as to prevent the prop member 210 from sliding from a desired 
position. Also, the prop member 210 might be disposed on the prop slot 1 10 as shown in Fig. 2, 
i.e., so as to rest upon the same surface that the base member case 101 rests upon. 
[0039] Hereinafter, further aspects of the reading lid 200 will be described. The reading lid 
200 may include a page assist support 230, as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 4, for example. In 
accordance with one embodiment of the invention, the page assist support 230 may be in the 
form of a u-shaped wire. The page assist support 230, as shown in Fig. 4, is attached to the 
reading platform backside 203 using a page assist lock 290. The page assist lock 290 comprises 
a cam collar 292 and a cam lever 294, in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. 
However, other locking mechanisms might be utilized instead. While not in use, the page assist 
support 230 may be stowed behind the reading platform 201. Then, when a reader desires to use 
the page assist support 230, the user manipulates the page assist support 230 so that a portion of 
the page assist support 230 is positioned in front of the reading platform 201, as shown in Fig. 1, 
for example. 

[0040] Once the page assist support 230 is positioned in a desired position, the cam lever 294 
may be rotated so as to frictionally bind the page assist support 230 within the cam collar 292, 
i.e., so as to hold the page assist support 230 in the desired position. That is, the cam lever 294 is 
provided with an eccentric cam surface so as to variably apply pressure on the page assist 
support 230 depending on the rotational position of the cam lever 294. 
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[0041] The reading lid 200 may further be provided with a center document support 240 in 
accordance with one embodiment of the invention. The center document support 240 may also 
be in the shape of a u-shaped wire, as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 4, as well as Fig. 7. As shown, the 
center document support 240 is attached to the reading platform backside 203 using a primary 
collar 242 and a bracing collar 244. That is, the center document support 240 is slidably 
positioned within respective apertures in the primary collar 242 and a bracing collar 244. As 
shown in Figs. 7 and 11, the reading lid 200 may also include a center document support retainer 
205. The center document support retainer 205 serves to secure the center document support 240 
while the center document support 240 is not in use, i.e., when the center document support 240 
is stowed behind the reading lid 200 while the reading lid 200 is in a closed position, for 
example. 

[0042] In accordance with one aspect of the invention, the reading lid 200 may further 
include a set of prop retainers 214 that are integrally formed with the reading platform 201, as 
shown in Fig. 4 and Fig. 12, for example. The prop retainers 214 serve to secure the prop 
member 210 when the prop member 210 is not in use. 

[0043] As described herein, the reading lid 200 is disposed upon the base 100. In accordance 
with one aspect and arrangement of the invention, the reading lid 200 is supported using the prop 
member 210. In this arrangement, the reading lid 200 is disposed upon the base 100 using a 
hinge assembly 160, as shown in Fig. 1, for example. The hinge assembly 160 includes a hinge 
shoulder portion 266 that is integrally formed with the reading platform 201 in accordance with 
one embodiment of the invention. The hinge shoulder portion 266 may include a set of opposing 
fingers as shown in Figs. 4 and 10, for example. 
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[0044] The hinge shoulder portion 266 interfaces with a pin 162 that is integrally formed 
with the base 100. That is, the hinge shoulder portion 266 interfaces with the pin 162 so as to 
provide the hinge 160, which is easily disconnectable. The pin 162 is attached to the base 100 
between a flange pair 164, as shown in Fig. 1. 

[0045] Fig. 3 is a front perspective view of a reading stand of Fig. 1 for supporting a book, in 
the altemative arrangement for side reading as discussed above, in accordance with one 
embodiment of the invention. As shown in Fig. 3, the reading stand 10 affords comfortable on 
side "hands free" reading in bed, for example. As shown, the reading lid 200 is disposed on a 
base side wall 126 of the base member case 101 using the side support clips 250. As should be 
appreciated, in such arrangement, the reading stand 10 might be prone to tipping over to the side 
upon which the reading lid 200 is positioned upon the base 100. In order to prevent such tipping, 
the reading stand 10 includes a side reading brace assembly 170. 

[0046] The side reading brace assembly 170 includes a tray housing 172 and a side support 
tray 174. The side support tray 174 is adjustably positionable between a stowed position in 
which the side support tray 174 is disposed in the tray housing 172 in the base member case, and 
an extended position in which the side support tray 174 extends out from the base member case 
101, such that the side support tray 174 prevents the reading stand 10 from tipping. The tray 
housing 172 in which the side support tray 174 is housed (in the stowed position) is shown from 
the interior in Fig. 2. 

[0047] As shown in Fig. 3, the reading lid 200 may be supported by the side support clips 
250 so as to be in a substantially vertical position, i.e., "substantially vertically" meaning having 
a sufficient vertical orientation so as to allow reading of a document disposed upon the reading 
lid 200. 
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[0048] Fig. 13 is provided to show the side support tray 174 in further detail. A cup aperture 
175 may be disposed in the side support tray 174. Also, Fig. 6 is a back perspective view of the 
reading stand of Fig. 1 in a closed and upright position showing further aspects of the side 
reading brace assembly 170, in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. That is, as 
shown, the tray housing 172 may form a brace channel 176 in which the side support tray 174 is 
disposed in the stowed position. 

[0049] Fig. 6 also shows another feature of the reading stand 10 in accordance with one 
embodiment of the invention. As shown, the base 100 may be provided with a cardholder 190. 
The cardholder 190 may comprise a recessed panel 194 in conjunction with retaining flanges 
192, as also shown in Fig. 2. The cardholder 190 affords retainment of a business card, for 
example. 

[0050] Further, the base panel 120 may be provided with four instruction booklet retainers 
104, i.e., flanges 104. The instruction booklet retainers 104 serve to provide an instruction 
booklet holder, which may be provided to a purchaser of the reading stand 10 explaining use of 
the reading stand 10. 

[0051] As shown in Fig. 2, the reading stand 10 may further include a handle 150. The 
handle 150 includes a handle flange 152 and a handle aperture 154, in accordance with one 
embodiment of the invention. The handle flange 152 and the handle aperture 154 afford easy 
carrying of the reading stand 10. 

[0052] As shown in Figs. 2, 8 and 12, for example, a latch shoulder 284 may be provided in 
conjunction with a latch arm 182 to collectively provide a latch to secure the reading lid 200 
upon the base 100 in a closed position. That is, the latch shoulder 284 is integrally formed with 
the reading platform 201 and the latch arm 182 is integrally formed with the base member case 
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101 in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. Accordingly, the latch (182, 284) may 
used to secure the base member case 101 to the reading platform 201 for carrying or storage of 
items within the reading stand 10, for example. Relatedly, Fig. 5 is a front perspective view of 
the reading stand of Fig. 1 in a closed and upright position in accordance with one embodiment 
of the invention. Further, Fig. 6 is a back perspective view of the reading stand of Fig. 1 in a 
closed and upright position in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. 
[0053] In further illustration of the reading stand in accordance with aspects of the invention, 
Fig. 8 is a front perspective view of the base member case of a reading stand in accordance with 
one embodiment of the invention, i.e., with the reading lid 200 removed. In accordance with one 
embodiment of the invention, Fig. 8 shows that the base 100 may be provided with textured areas 
106. For example, the textured areas 106 might include a depressed area that will contain 
embossed narrative and drawings, for example. 

[0054] Further, Fig. 9 is a top view of a reading lid of the reading stand for mounting on the 
base of Fig. 8 in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. Also, Fig. 10 is a 
perspective view of the reading lid of Fig. 9, and Fig. 1 1 is a side view of the reading lid of Fig. 9 
in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. Further, Fig. 12 is a back perspective view 
of a reading stand in a closed position with the base of Fig. 8 and the lid of Fig. 9 in accordance 
with one embodiment of the invention. 

[0055] Figs. 9-11 illustrate the manner in which the page holders 270 are mounted on the 
reading platform 201. The reading lid 200 includes multiple page holder end housings 224 to 
support respective page holders 270. That is, each page holder end housing 224 works in 
conjunction with a page holder center housing 226 so as to retain a respective page holder 270. 
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More specifically, as shown in Figs. 9-11, the page holder end housing 224 provides a page 
holder channel 225. Further, the page holder center housing 226 provides a channel 227. 
As shown in Fig. 14, the page holder 270 is provided with a set of page holder pins 271, in 
accordance with one embodiment of the invention. The page holder pins 271 are respectively 
disposed in the page holder channel 225 and the channel 227, i.e., so as to pivotally attach the 
page holder 270 to the reading platform 201. In accordance with one embodiment of the 
invention, a spring 273 with arms may be mounted upon each page holder pin 271 so as to 
engage with one of the page holder channel 225 or the channel 227 and bias the page holder 270 
against the reading platform 201, i.e., so as to frictionally hold a document, for example. 
Accordingly, the page holder 270, including the page holder pins 271, is disposed in a slot 228 
(see Fig. 9) in the reading platform 201 so as to position the page holder pins 271 within the 
channels (225, 227). 

[0056] Relatedly, Fig. 7 shows an opposing side of the channel 227 with the page holder 270 
(with pins 271 and spring 273) positioned within the channel 227. As shown in Fig. 7, after the 
page holder 270 (and specifically the pins 271) are positioned in the channels (225, 227), a stop 
piece 229 may be disposed so as to secure the pins 271 in place. For example, the stop piece 229 
may simply include a small piece of material glued to the channels (225, 227). 
[0057] 

[0058] The structure of page holder 270 will hereinafter be described in further detail. As 
shown in Fig. 1, Fig. 10 and Fig. 14, for example, the reading stand 10 includes a reading 
platform 201 and at least one page holder 270 pivotally disposed upon and connected to the 
reading platform, the page holder biased against the reading platform for retaining a document. 
With reference to Fig. 14, the page holder 270, in accordance with one embodiment of the 
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invention, includes a holder housing portion 274 extending along a first side of the page holder 
270, a center planar portion 275 extending along die holder housing portion 274, and an arcuate 
flange 276 extending along the center planar portion 275. An aperture 277 is defined by the 
arcuate flange and the center planar portion. 

[0059] As shown in Fig. 14, the holder housing portion 274 is tubular in shape. Further, as 
shown in Fig. 1, for example, the page holder may be supported on the reading platform on 
respective sides of the page holder by respective housings (224, 226) formed upon the reading 
platform, the housings each extending from the reading platform. Also, the holder housing 
portion 274 of the page holder 270 may be provided so as to form a continuous surface with the 
housings (224, 226). 

[0060] With further reference to Fig. 10, the page holder center housing 226 is provided with 
a center housing slot 336 in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. The center 
housing slot 336 allows the passage there through of a leg of the center document support 240, 
i.e., the leg 240' (see Fig. 7) of the center document support 240 that contacts with a book. 
[0061] In further explanation of the invention, Fig. 15 is a perspective view of a reading 
stand 10 showing a side reading arrangement in accordance with one embodiment of the 
invention. Further, Fig. 16 is a flow chart showing the steps so as to arrive at the arrangement as 
shown in Fig. 15. The arrangement of Fig. 15 allows one to read upon their side while in bed, 
for example. In particular, the arrangement of Fig. 15 allows side hands-free reading in that a 
book 20, for example, is fully supported by the reading stand 10. It should of course be 
appreciated though that manipulation of the book 20 with the reader's hands would be needed to 
turn pages. 
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[0062] In particular, the book of Fig. 15 is secured upon the reading platform 201 by the 
various securement devices provided by the reading stand 10. The book 20 is secured using the 
page holders 270. Further, the center document support 240 is positioned in the center of the 
book 20. The center document support 240 is positioned within the center of the book 20 by 
extracting the center document support 240 from the reading platform 201 (as shown by arrow 
32) and then sliding the center document support 240 back (as shown by the arrow 34) to the 
position shown in Fig. 15. This sliding is afforded by the primary collar 242 and the bracing 
collar 244, as shown in Fig. 4 and Fig. 7, for example. 

[0063] Further, the reading platform 201 and the base back wall 124 are each provided with 
respective notches so as to allow the user to manipulate the center document support 240. That 
is, the base back wall 124 is provided with a notch 125, and the reading platform 201 is provided 
with a notch 123, as shown in Fig. 15. 

[0064] The book 20 of Fig. 15 is further retained on the reading platform 201 by the page 
assist support 230, i.e., the page assist support 230 prevents the upper page of the book 20 from 
falling. The page assist support 230 is positioned and maintained in the position of Fig. 15 by 
manipulating the page assist lock 290, as shown in Fig. 4, for example, i.e., so as to lock the page 
assist support 230 into the position shown in Fig. 15. Also, as described herein, the side reading 
brace assembly 170 prevents the reading stand 10 from tipping over. 
[0065] Fig. 16 is a flow chart showing preparation of a reading stand for an on-side bed 
reading position in accordance with one embodiment of the invention, as noted with reference to 
Fig. 15 above. As shown in Fig. 16, the process starts in step 1. In step 1, the user pulls out the 
side support 174 and places an opened book on the reading lid and under the two page holders 
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270. Then, in step 2, the user pulls out the center document support 240 from under the lid and 
rotates the center document support 240 upward. Then, the process passes to step 3. 
[0066] In step 3, the user pushes the center document support 240 through the center housing 
slot 336, as described above with reference to Fig. 10, and continues to push the center document 
support 240 onto the book. 

[0067] Then, in step 4, the user unlatches the latches 180, raises the reading lid 200, and 
unsnaps the reading lid 200 from the base 100 by pulling straight up. That is, the user disengages 
the hinge assembly 160 by pulling the hinge shoulder portion 266 (so as to flex the fingers that 
form the hinge shoulder portion 266) away from the pin 162. In short, the user unsnaps the 
reading lid 200 from the base 100. 

[0068] Thereafter, in step 5, the user positions the reading lid 200 so as to attach the reading 
lid vertically onto the side of the base 100, i.e., using the side support clips 250. As shown in 
Fig. 16, the reading lid 200 is attached on the side with the side reading brace assembly 170. A 
page assist support 230 may be used to prevent falling of the pages of the book when positioned 
sideways. Thereafter, in step 6, the user is left to enjoy reading while laying on the user's side in 
bed, for example. 

[0069] Fig. 17 is a block diagram of a reading stand in accordance with one embodiment of 
the invention. Fig. 17 is provided to show further aspects of a lid of a reading stand 10', in 
accordance with one embodiment of the invention. It should be appreciated that the lid in 
accordance with the various embodiments of the invention described herein, might be used 
independently, i.e., without an associated base. As shown, the reading stand 10' includes a left 
page holder, as well as a right page holder. Further, the reading stand 10' includes a center book 
wire, which is provided to retain a book upon the reading stand 10'. 
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[0070] The reading stand 10' also includes lid clips for side reading and a prop wire for 
propping the lid as shown in Fig. 17. The reading stand 10' of Fig. 17 further includes a center 
book wire and a page assist wire, as described in detail above. The center book wire and the 
page assist wire, as referred to in Fig. 17 are typically tucked behind the reading lid and their use 
is optional. For example, the center book wire and the page assist wire are recommended for on- 
side reading, heavy books, thick paper backs, and for holding any books that are difficult to keep 
open, for example. Once the center book wire is inserted in the center of the book, it can remain 
permanently in the center of the book as the book is read from cover to cover. 
[0071] In accordance with one aspect of the invention, it is appreciated that in accordance 
with embodiments of the invention, it is not necessary that a wire be used to retain a document, 
as described herein, i.e., to serve as the page assist support 230 and/or the center document 
support 240. Rather, other suitable structure might also be used, such as a plastic structure. 
[0072] Fig. 18 is a diagram showing a reading stand supporting a book in accordance with a 
further embodiment of the invention. Fig. 19 is the reading stand of Fig. 18 in a different 
position for supporting a book in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. 
[0073] Fig. 18 shows a reading stand 400 in accordance with a further embodiment of the 
invention. As shown in Fig. 18, as well as in Fig. 19, the reading stand 400 includes a supporting 
portion 406 that is hinged along one side, using hinge 410, to a body portion 420. The body 
portion 420 may be in the form of a box with the supporting portion 406 forming the top of the 
box. That is, the body portion 420 might have four sides and a bottom. 

[0074] Arms or other arrangements are provided to retain pages open on opposing sides of a 
book, for example. The arms might be in the form of rods 412 that are secured to respective 
plates 416. The arms might be arranged so as to be connected to the hinge 410. Further, a rod 
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422 is implemented, in accordance with one embodiment of the invention, to be disposed in the 
center of the book, for example. The rod 422 may serve to support the book upon the supporting 
portion 406, along with the plates 416 and the rods 412. 

[0075] As shown in Fig. 1, the reading stand 400 may have a handle 404 on the right hand 
side for example. The handle 404 provides a support for a user to hold the reading stand. The 
handle 404 of course could be positioned on the left side, or alternatively, on both sides. Further, 
the handle 404 may be fixed and inunovable relative to a supporting portion 406 of the reading 
stand 400, or altematively, the handle 404 might be movable relative to the supporting portion 
406. That is, the handle 404 might slide underneath the supporting portion 406 so as to be 
retracted in a non-use position. The travel of the handle 404 between an extended use position 
and a retracted non-use position may be controlled by suitable stops, as should be appreciated. 
[0076] As shown in Fig. 18, the supporting portion 406 might be supported by a rod (not 
shown) that rests in the cavity 408 of the reading stand, i.e., the rod might rest in a slot in the 
back of the supporting portion 406. During non-use, the rod might simply be free in the reading 
stand. Altematively, the supporting portion 406 of Fig. 1 might be adjustably supported in a 
desired position by other techniques, i.e., such as by friction arrangement in hinge 410. 
[0077] As shown in Fig. 1, rods 412 may be used to retain pages of the book in a desired 
position. The rod 412 might include a threaded end 414, which may be loosened. The threaded 
end 414 allows the rod 412 to be loosened and adjusted relative to plate 416. That is, the rod 412 
may be re-positioned within a groove 418 in the plate 416. 

[0078] Fig. 20 is a diagram showing a reading stand 500 in accordance with a further 
embodiment of the invention. The reading stand 500 of Fig. 20 includes a frame 502 upon which 
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is supported a base cushion 504. The base cushion 504 is provided to afford a soft surface upon 
which to rest a book or other document, in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. 
[0079] The reading stand 500 further includes bars (512, 514) extending between frame 
portions of the frame 502, as shown in Fig. 20. The frame 502 may be shaped to provide handles 
503. Further, the reading stand 500 may be provided with arms 520, which are rotateably 
mounted on the bar 514. The arms 520 are movably adjustable so as to be disposed upon the 
page of a book, the example. 

[0080] As described herein, the devices above, in accordance with the various embodiments 
of the invention, have been described as a reading stand and described in the context of holding a 
book. However, it is appreciated that the devices of the invention may be used to hold a wide 
variety of materials for viewing, as may be desired. Accordingly, the devices of the invention 
might hold books, magazines, papers, photographs or any other object that might be physically 
supported on the device. Further, the term "book" as used herein is understood to mean any 
document with connected pages or portions, for example. 

[0081] The devices of the invention, in accordance with the various embodiments, may be 
made from any of a wide variety of materials, as is desired. For example, one embodiment of the 
invention may be made of aluminum and wood with a foam rubber cushion that acconunodate 
books of varying thickness. The invention might be made of wood, plastic or metal, for 
example, or any other material. Further, a variety of production techniques may be used to make 
the reading stand as described herein. For example, suitable molding techniques might be 
utilized. Also, the various components of the reading stand may be integrally formed, as may be 
desired, in particular when using molding construction techniques. Also, as shown in Figs. 1,18 
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and 20, for example, the respective arrangements may be adjusted to accommodate books of 
varying sizes. Further, the respective arrangements may be provided in various sizes, as desired. 
[0082] In conclusion, it will be readily understood by those persons skilled in the art that the 
present invention is susceptible to broad utility and application. Many embodiments and 
adaptations of the present invention other than those herein described, as well as many 
variations, modifications and equivalent arrangements, will be apparent from or reasonably 
suggested by the present invention and foregoing description thereof, without departing from the 
substance or scope of the invention. 

[0083] Accordingly, while the present invention has been described here in detail in relation 
to its exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood that this disclosure is only illustrative and 
exemplary of the present invention and is made to provide an enabling disclosure of the 
invention. Accordingly, the foregoing disclosure is not intended to be construed or to limit the 
present invention or otherwise to exclude any other such embodiments, adaptations, variations, 
modifications and equivalent arrangements. 
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